JSACG Meeting, 6/11/08


TOPIC 6 DRAFT ADC 220

DRAFT ADC 220 OPEN ISSUE:
No additional JSACG comments were received for draft ADC 220 sent out after incorporating comments disposition from the 2007 JSACG meeting.  However I did get a comment from the proponent for DOD 4160.21-M-1, Defense Demilitarization Manual (via the DLA Supply Process review committee representative) as follows: 
	“Concur with comments:

1.  The "revised definition" for SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS does not specify the caliber or millimeter threshold between small arms and light weapons that could be confusing and may adversely affect the way small arms ammunition is thought of and potentially result in an undesirable explosives safety hazard issue as follows:

        a.  Title 10 U.S.C. §2577 authorizes the sale of recyclable materials and the deposit of proceeds into the installation QRP.  Regulations at Title 32, Code of Federal Regulations §172.2(b)(3)(ii), prohibit recycling of items that must undergo demilitarization or mutilation before sale.  

DoD Instruction 4715.4, "Pollution Prevention," establishes resource recovery and recycling through the Installation Qualified Recycling Program (QRP) and implements the aforementioned statutes. 

        b.  One of the authorized recyclable items through the QRP is "small arms fired brass" provided they are mutilated.  By definition, small arms ammunition is defined by the Disposal Manual (DoD 4160.21-M) as .50-caliber (12.7mm) or below.  The .50-caliber machine gun, we believe, is considered a "heavy machine gun" by the proposed definition of SA/LW and that is where the distinction is currently made between what caliber (mm) fired brass is or isn't eligible for QRP processing.  Request that "caliber / millimeter" cross-reference be identified accordingly and a distinctive cut-off for small arms ammunition made at .50-cal.”




JSACG Chair comment:  I sent this comment to the JSACG for review but received no feedback either positive or negative. Rather than move forward with ADC 220 as is, without JSACG position, request each JSACG representative consider the comment above and provide either concurrence, or nonconcurrence with rationale.

Please note that the .50 caliber limitation and reference to millimeter was removed from the proposed MILSTRAP/DLMS DOD Small Arms/Light Weapons Serialization Program (DODSA/LWSP) definition for small arms and light weapons in the original PDC 134 revised definition.  The intent of the DODSA/LWSP definition is to define small arms and light weapons specifically for DOD tracking and reporting requirements under the DODSA/LWSP.
Request the JSACG review the comment from the proponent for DOD 4160.21-M-1 and provide concurrence, or nonconcurrence with rationale, by July 11, 2008.

1 of 2
EXISTING MILSTRAP/DLMS DEFINITION:

“SMALL ARMS.  For the purpose of small arms reporting, small arms are defined as handguns; shoulder-fired weapons; light automatic weapons up to and including .50 caliber machine guns; recoilless rifles up to and including 106mm; mortars up to and including 81mm; rocket launchers, man-portable; grenade launchers, rifle and shoulder fired; and individually operated weapons which are portable and/or can be fired without special mounts or firing devices and which have potential use in civil disturbances and are vulnerable to theft”

PDC 134 PROPOSED DEFINITION:    

“SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS.  For the purpose of DoD small arms and light weapons reporting, small arms and light weapons are defined as man-portable weapons made or modified to military specifications for use as lethal instruments of war.  Small Arms are broadly categorized as those weapons intended for use by individual members of armed or security forces.  They include revolvers and self-loading pistols; rifles and carbines; sub-machine guns; assault rifles; and light machine guns that expel a shot, bullet or projectile by action of an explosive.  Light weapons are broadly categorized as those weapons weighing less than 200 pounds that are carried and used by several members of armed or security forces serving as a crew.  They include heavy machine guns; hand-held under-barrel and mounted grenade launchers; portable anti-aircraft guns; portable anti-tank guns; recoilless rifles; man-portable launchers of anti-tank missile and rocket systems; portable launchers of anti-aircraft missile systems; and mortars”

PDC 134A PROPOSED DEFINITION after incorporating comments.  Changes from PDC 134 are highlighted:

“SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS.  For the purpose of DoD small arms and light weapons reporting, small arms and light weapons are defined as man-portable weapons made or modified to military specifications for use as lethal instruments of war that expel a shot, bullet or projectile by action of an explosive.  Small Arms are broadly categorized as those weapons intended for use by individual members of armed or security forces.  They include revolvers and self-loading pistols; rifles and carbines; sub-machine guns; assault rifles; and light machine guns that expel a shot, bullet or projectile by action of an explosive.  Light weapons are broadly categorized as those weapons weighing less than 200 pounds that are carried and used by several members of armed or security forces serving as a crew.  They include heavy machine guns; hand-held under-barrel and mounted grenade launchers; portable anti-aircraft guns; portable anti-tank guns; recoilless rifles; man-portable launchers of anti-tank missile and rocket systems; portable launchers of anti-aircraft missile systems; and mortars.”

DRAFT ADC 220  DEFINITION:

SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT WEAPONS.  For the purpose of DoD small arms and light weapons reporting, small arms and light weapons are defined as man-portable weapons made or modified to military specifications for use as lethal instruments of war that expel a shot, bullet or projectile by action of an explosive.  Small Arms are broadly categorized as those weapons intended for use by individual members of armed or security forces.  They include handguns; rifles and carbines; sub-machine guns; and light machine guns.  Light weapons are broadly categorized as those weapons designed for use by two or three members of armed or security forces serving as a crew, although some may be used by a single person.  They include heavy machine guns; hand-held under-barrel and mounted grenade launchers; portable anti-aircraft guns; portable anti-tank guns; recoilless rifles; man-portable launchers of missile and rocket systems; and mortars.

Excerpt from:  International Instrument to Enable States to Identify and Trace, in a Timely and Reliable Manner, Illicit Small Arms and Light Weapons http://www.un.org/events/smallarms2006/pdf/international_instrument.pdf
“II  Definitions

4. For the purposes of this instrument, “small arms and light weapons” will mean any manportable lethal weapon that expels or launches, is designed to expel or launch, or may be readily converted to expel or launch a shot, bullet or projectile by the action of an explosive, excluding antique small arms and light weapons or their replicas. Antique small arms and light weapons and their replicas will be defined in accordance with domestic law. In no case will antique small arms and light weapons include those manufactured after 1899:

(a) “Small arms” are, broadly speaking, weapons designed for individual use. They include, inter alia, revolvers and self-loading pistols, rifles and carbines, sub-machine guns, assault rifles and light machine guns;

(b) “Light weapons” are, broadly speaking, weapons designed for use by two or three persons serving as a crew, although some may be carried and used by a single person. They include, inter alia, heavy machine guns, hand-held under-barrel and mounted grenade launchers, portable anti-aircraft guns, portable anti-tank guns, recoilless rifles, portable launchers of anti-tank missile and rocket systems, portable launchers of anti-aircraft missile systems, and mortars of a calibre of less than 100 millimetres.”
