June 11, 2008 JSACG Meeting 
Additional information for Topic #5: Use of asterisk (*) in weapon serial numbers  
AR 710-3, 25 February 2008, Chapter 2, paragraph 2-10b, states:

“b. Report foreign weapons per procedures in this chapter. When reporting foreign weapon serial numbers that contain unidentifiable characters (non-English alpha numeric) that can be translated into an alphanumeric equivalent, the translated serial number will be permanently inscribed on the weapons and reported to the UIT Central Registry. When the foreign weapon serial number cannot be translated into alphanumeric equivalents, the UIT Central Registry will assign a serial number that will be permanently inscribed on the weapon and reported to the UIT Central Registry.”
DOD UID website has a "DOD Guide to Uniquely Identifying Items Assuring Valuation, Accountability and Control of Government Property”, version 1.6, June 1, 2006.  

The guide provides some guidance on serial number structure. 
UID website:  http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/pdi/uid/index.html  

Link to the guide:  http://www.acq.osd.mil/dpap/UID/attachments/DoDUIDGuide.pdf
The DOD UID guide section on “Creating and Generating the Concatenated Unique Item Identifier” includes the following information in para 21 on page 45:
“21.  When constructing the concatenated UII:

· Any spaces contained in the component data elements will be deleted
· All special characters will be deleted from the enterprise identifier
· All special characters, except for dashes (-) and forward slashes (/) will be deleted from the original part number and serial number

· The concatenated UII may only contain uppercase English alphabet characters A through Z, numeric characters 0 through 9, and the special characters “-” and “/” ”
