DSS Interfaces Meeting

June 13, 2001

Tasker (revised):  Define the “forum” and required documentation for (1) establishing and/or changing DSS interfaces and (2) submitting system change requests.

Although the question was raised during the June 13, 2001 DSS Interfaces Meeting, no one stated whether future face-to-face interface meetings would be conducted under the auspices of the existing EDI IPT – Expanded, or by a new ad hoc group TBD.  Recommend the Defense Logistics Agency (DLA) J-6 organization, including the DSS AIS administrator, make this determination.


To clarify organizational responsibilities, it is important to note that both the DLA primary and alternate representatives for the Supply Process Review Committee (SPRC) reside in HQ, DLA, J-33, Logistics Policy and Acquisition management.  In addition, HQ, DLA, J-333, as the policy proponent for materiel accountability, is responsible for establishing and maintaining external interface agreements (DSS included) with DoD Components (i.e., materiel owners).  Which includes; performing the initial evaluation and approving the be-directional exchange of transactional data and inventory status which affect material accounting of DoD assests in the custody of DLA storage activities.

In yesterday’s environment (which will continue until all DoD Component asset management legacy systems have been modernized) it was fundamental to define the following:  1) functional processes (working within the DLSS capabilities/ constraints), 2) transactional interface formats (with emphasis on balance-affecting transactions), and 3) data to be exchanged (to ensure specific data element values were meaningful to both DSS and the Components’ asset management system).  When DSS customer interface requirements could not be accommodated by existing DLSS capabilities, J-333 sponsored changes through the SPRC. 


For the foreseeable future, J-333 will continue to work the above issues with the Components; however, it becomes essential that interface meetings must extend to Component ERP organizations, their SPRC representatives, and DLMSO.  

This “extended” interface meeting can be conducted under the authority of the SPRC to bring those parties (SPRC, DLMSO, DSS and ERP reps) together. 


An initial interface meeting with all concerned should help define some business rules to help distinguish between those interface issues DLA can resolve with DSS customers, versus those that must be elevated for SPRC review.  From that point on, a series of interface meetings can be scheduled to focus on Component-specific requirements and timelines.  Follow-on interface meetings should accomplish the goals of identifying whether proposed functionality changes and transactional interfaces are within existing DLMS capabilities and the specific data element values that must be exchanged.  ERP/modernization interface and/or data proposals not accommodated by DLMS functionality must be elevated to the SPRC by means of Proposed DLMS Changes initiated by the Component SPRC representative; however, J-333 can assist with those proposals.   


This “series” of interface meetings will be convened as a DSS interface “PRC subgroup”.  DLA J-333 in coordination with J-32, will serve as the lead for this “subgroup”, and Component participation identified by the Component PRC representative, and ERP program offices.  Subgroup results would then be presented to the PRC either electronically or at the quarterly PRC meeting.

(Note:  This meeting relates to Action #4)


Whether or not DLMS process and/or data changes are required, DLA already has processes, automated tools and administrative review procedures in place to manage DSS configuration control (e.g., systems change requests, INFO/MAN, the DSS Configuration Control Board, etc.).  Requests for DSS changes will follow HQ, DLA J-6 configuration management procedures.    

